Progress in French                              223
are not professional lawyers but eiders of the various
tribes appointed to exercise legal functions by
decree    Their work is supervised by a French
from the regional administration who is attached to
each tribunal.
The tribunals of first instance exercise
jurisdiction in matters involving a sum of money up to
one thousand francs^ but when the amount is in excess,
then the parties concerned may lodge an            -with
the Berber Appeal Court
Berber courts, administering Berber customary
to the exclusion of Chraa law, provide the Nationalists
with one of their great grievances    The French, they
say, are both trying to reduce Moslem influence
seduce Berbers from their allegiance to the              of
the Prophet    This is ridiculous, and such
are merely actuated by malice    Berberland has
ignored Chraa laws for though converted to the
of Islam in religious matters, the Berbers never
Moslem custom, and it would be just as unfair for
them to be under Chraa or Maghzen civil law as it
would be for the Arabs to live under Berber customary
law   Berber customs are sanctified by tradition
time, and the French, though accused of a pro-Berber
and anti-Arab policy, are in reality only doing Justice
to a large and praiseworthy part of the population
whose ancestors had settled in the country long before
the Arabs ever swept across Xorth Africa.   The truth
is that the Arab Nationalist some of whose grievances
are legitimate enough, while lamenting that the French
have destroyed their right to govern themselves, are in
reality plotting to Arabize Morocco and destroy Berber
liberty   This point, and it seems to me one of the very
greatest importance if an equitable view is  taken.